Name________________________

English 11

Harlem Renaissance
Langston Hughes Poetry Assignment
Thinking about the Harlem Renaissance and the cultural elements that Langston Hughes was inspired by, it is time for you to put yourself back in the 1920’s  - A time of culture and innovation, people were surrounding themselves with flourishing poetry, music such as jazz and blues, and African American literature. Pick one of the following Hughes’s poem starters and write your own poem inspired by Hughes and the themes of the Harlem Renaissance..

· I too, ….

· Well, _______________, I’ll tell you…………..

· I’ve Known ……………………

· What happens to a _________________ deferred?

· The teacher said,

· Go home and write a page tonight.

· And let that page come out of you-

· Then, it will be true……….

· The lines above are the only lines which should be directly taken from poem. 

After you write your poem I will give you poster paper and you will creatively place your poem around a collage of symbols/words/pictures that all represent the theme of your poem. These can be cut out of magazines or printed off of the computer.  A collage however, means the poster needs to be filled…no empty spaces! You will have 2 days in class to work on collage. Bring magazines or computer print outs to attach while in class.
Rubric

Content ______________/25

· Poem shows maturity and clear effort

· Poem clearly follows a theme from the Harlem Renaissance/Hughes Poetry

· Poem contains logical flow and rhythm

Poetic Devices _________________/10

· Three devices are used  correctly and underlined

Collage ____________________/10

· Effort is shown through appearance

Presentation ______________/5

· Poem is read aloud to class

Total ________________/50

